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1 1  PERSPECTIVES ON LANGUAGE MAINTENANCE 
AND SHIFT IN MEXICAN-ORIGIN STUDENTS 

Lucinda Pease-Alvarez and Kenji Hakuta 

Recent perspectives on bilingualism across the disciplines of linguistics, 
anthropology, and psychology emphasize the positive side of being bilin- 
gual and living in an ethnic minority community. For example, a sizable 
literature on the cognitive functioning of languageminority children who 
are balanced bilinguals (i.e., with equal or nearly equal levels of proficiency 
in both of their languages) suggests that bilingualism may promote cog- 
nitive growth (Diaz. 1985; Duncan & DeAvila, 1979; Hakuta & Diaz, 1985; 
Kessler & Quinn, 1980). A growing body of ethnographic research focus- 
ing on the everyday lives of bilingual children, their families, and com- 
munities emphasizes the range and depth of the social contexts that sur- 
round and involve them as well as the skills acquired through operating 
across cultures (e.g., Moll & Greenberg, 1990; Vasquez, 1992). For ex- 
ample, translation, a common activity for many bilingual children from 
immigrant backgrounds, represents an occasion when children take on 
positions of responsibility in their homes and communities. Moreover, 
recent research suggests that children's involvement in this activity may 
enhance their metalinguistic awareness and language proficiency (Malakoff 
& Hakuca, 1991). 

Despite these advantages, bilingualism is generally a transitional phase 
or way station on the road to Americanization for most immigrants 
(Fishman, 1966; Grosjean, 1982). Historically, children from immigrant 
families who become bilingual in English and their native language 
become the parents of Ehgliih monolinguals (Lopez, 1978; Veltman, 1988). 
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