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Bilingualism as a term has been =lied to individuals as well as to 
grcup and instituticms. Wkm used to &scribe individuals, the issues 
raised by scholars have been primarily psycholinguistic and social 
pyimlcgical in nature. Bilingualism a t  the gmrq, level has raised 
sociolinguistic, educational, and political considerations. In popular 
usage and debate abcut the =its of bilbqualisn, there is considerable 
ccplfusion caused by unclear specification over uhether me is referring to 
individuals or to social categories. 

IlEFnmTm 

A bilirqual individual is some~ne who controls two or mre languages. 
Beycold this sinple definition, there is carrsiderable fuzziness arising f m  
the difficulty of defining e t  it mans to corrtrol a language. Using a 
loose criterion sud~ as the ability to utter or canprehend s ~ n e  minimal 
range of sentences, the majority of the mrld's popllation wnuld be 
considered bilingual. A strict criteria of nativelike contml wnuld 
s e v d y  l i m i t  this number. Ihe d e f i n i t i a  pmblem is further axplicated 
by the fact that control of language can vary as a function of the damin of 
lampage use, and that w i t h i n  any dauain, skill in  the language can undergo 
develqmnt or attrition. f i thoqh there is dkqmm~& on criteria, 
scholars agree on the existence of these variabilities. 

V a r i o u s  typologies of bilingual inaividuak have been propc6d. The 
best known is U r i e l  Weinreich's distinction kebem ampand and axnhna ' t e  
bilingualism, referring to the lexical oqzdzaticm of the t w o  languages 
with respect to the ~ x m c q b  they represent. 'RLis is deterrmned bythe 
extent to *ch the languagg are segregated i n  umtexts of acquisition and 
usage. A carpcund bi1i.qua.l organizaticm htq?3t.€s bath languaqes under 
the same COBIcept, whereas coordinate oxyanization maintains separate 
CoIICepts. other distinctions refer to the age a t  which bilingualism is 
attained. Sinarl- vs. sequential bilingualism distinguishes whether 
the two languages are learned a t  the same time or whether the second 
hquage is acquired after the primry language has been established 
(start- a t  about age 3 ) .  Early vs. la te  bilingualism has been also used 
to refer to this distinction, but has &so been used to distinguish between 
sequential bilinguals who attained their second language a t  la ter  ages. 

Bilingualism a t  the gmup level is mre axplex because it can refer to 
a w i d e  range of entities, inc1ud.i~~ s p e A  d t i e s ,  schools, and 
gm-. An important dimMsion here is the degree and nature of 
functional separation granted the two languages w i t h i n  these groups. 




