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BILINGUALLSM

Bilingualism as a term has been applied to individuals as well as to
groups and institutions. When used to describe individuals, the issues
raised by scholars have been primarily psycholinguistic and social
psychological in nature. Bilingualism at the group level has raised
sociolinquistic, educational, and political considerations. In popalar
usage and debate about the mrits of bilingualism, there is considerable
confusion caused by unclear specification over whether one is referring to
individuals or to social categories.

DEFINITTONS

A bilingual individual is someone who controls two or more languages.
Beyond this simple definition, there is considerable fuzziness arising from
the difficulty of defining what it means to control a language. Using a
loose criterion such as the ability to utter or camprehend same minimal
range of sentences, the majority of the world's population would be
considered bilingual. A strict criterion of native-like control waould
severely limit this mmber. The definiticnal problem is further complicated
by the fact that control of language can vary as a function of the damain of
language use, and that within any domain, skill in the lanquage can undergo
development or attrition. Although there is disagreement on criteria,
scholars agree on the existence of these variabilities.

Various typologies of bilingual individuals have been proposed. The
best known is Uriel Weinreich's distinction between compound and coordinate
bilingqualism, referring to the lexical organization of the two languages
with respect to the concepts they represent. This is determined by the
extent to which the larguages are segregated in contexts of acquisition and
usage. A campound bilingual organization integrates both languages urder
the same concept, whereas coordinate organization maintains separate
concepts. Other distinctions refer to the age at which bilingualism is
attained. Similtanecus vs. sequential bilingualism distinguishes whether
the two languages are learned at the same time or whether the second
lanquage is acquired after the primary language has been established
(starting at about age 3). Early vs. late bilingualism has been also used
to refer to this distinction, but has also been used to distinguish between
sequential bilinguals who attained their second language at later ages.

Bilingualism at the group level is more camplex because it can refer to
a wide range of entities, including speech commnities, schools, and
goverrments. An important dimension here is the degree and nature of
functional separation granted the two languages within these groups.
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