
BILINGUAL EDUCATION 
Focusschrift in honor of Joshua A. Fishman 

Edited by 

OFELIA GARCIA 



This is an offprint from: 

Ofelia Garcia (ed.) 
BILING UA L ED UCA TION 

Focusschrift in honor of 
Joshua A .  Fishman on the occasion of his 65th birthday 

Volume I 
John Benjamins Publishing Co. 

AmsterdamPhiladelphia 
1991 

ISBN 90 272 2080 8 (Eur.) / ISBN 1-55619-116-2 (U.S.) 
Copyright 1991 - John Benjamins B.V. 

No part of this book may be reproduced in any form, by 
print, photoprint, microfilm or any other means, without 

written permission from the publisher. 

What Bilingual Education Has Taught 
the Experimental Psychologist: 

A Capsule Account in Honor of Joshua A. Fishman 

Kenji Hakuta 
Sanford University 

1. Introduction 

In the fall of 1979, shortly after receiving my doctorate in Experimental Psy- 
chology from the hallowed halls of William James Hall at Harvard (home of 
B.F. Skinner, S.S. Stevens, and others trying to make physics out of psychol- 
ogy), I found myself with a job in the Psychology Department at Yale Uni- 
versity wishing to build on the research trajectory set by my dissertation on 
the burning issue of word order and relative clause processing in Japanese 
children. Now a little over a decade later, I frequently find myself in the heart 
of the policy debate over bilingual education in the United States. How did I 
go wrong/right? What have I learned? 

This piece is admittedly narcissistic, and I speak as a novice to the field of 
bilingual education when compared to the other contributors to this volume, 
many of whom were publishing on the issue before I had ever heard of the 
term. My contribution concerns my transformation into an academic whose 
burning question has become something having to do with the real world. 

I felt that a brief account such as this might be fitting as a tribute to 
Joshua Fishman because of his record as an intellectual omnivore, a model to 
which I aspire. Further, I wished to document the aspects of research and re- 
searcher development that have little to do with the idealized textbook model 
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