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A b s t r a c t  

Dur lng  t h e  p a s t  few years,  t h e r e  has been an Inc reased  l e v e l  o f  
understandlng about  t h e  Puer to  Rlcan s tuden t  p o p u l a t l o n  i n  b l l l n g u a l  educa t ion  
programs I n  Connec t l cu t .  The d a t a  come f r o m  two sources: (1) b a s l c  research  
s t u d i e s  conducted on t h e  c o g n i t i v e ,  l l n g u l s t l c ,  academlc, and s o c l a l  
c o r r e l a t e s  o f  development i n  these  youngsters  conducted by Hakuta 's  research  
group a t  Yale U n l v e r s l t y  l n  c o l l a b o r a t l o n  w l t h  t h e  New Haven P u b l i c  Schools; 
and ( 2 )  r l g o r o u s  e v a l u a t i o n  s t u d i e s  o f  b l l l n g u a l  programs conducted by t h e  
Connec t l cu t  S t a t e  Deparment o f  Educat ion,  u s l n g  b o t h  t r a d l t l o n a l  q u a n t l t a t l v e  
methods as w e l l  as more I n n o v a t i v e  q u a l l t a t l v e  ethnographlc  procedures.  I n  
p a r t  because o f  t h e  smal l  s l z e  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e r e  has been c l o s e  
communlcatlon between these two groups as w e l l  as w l t h  o t h e r  school  d l s t r l c t s  
around t h e  s t a t e .  The p r e s e n t a t l o n  w l l l  g l v e  a summary o f  t h e  f l n d l n g s ,  and 
focus on t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t l o n  t h a t  has emerged, p a r t l c u l a r l y  w l t h  
respec t  t o  t h e  ways i n  which t h e  f l n d l n g s  have been used t o  gu lde  p o l i c y .  

I 



- .. 

I t  i s  a g r e a t  p r i v i l e g e  t o  be p a r t  o f  a smal l  group o f  " o u t s i d e r s "  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h i s  conference o f  C a l i f o r n i a  " i n s i d e r s "  who work i n  t h e  area 

o f  t h e  educa t ion  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  m i n o r i t y  s tuden ts .  We would l i k e  t o  p resen t  

some p e r s p e c t i v e s  f r o m  a s t a t e  t h a t  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  s m a l l e r  t han  C a l i f o r n i a .  

S i z e  as ide,  i n  Connec t l cu t ,  many o f  t h e  i ssues  a r e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  f rom those 

found i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  For example, t h e  e t h n o l i n g u i s t i c  compos i t i on  i s  

d i f f e r e n t ,  and t h e  laws gove rn ing  b i l i n g u a l  educa t ion  a r e  d i f f e r e n t .  Yet we 

hope t o  compare n o t e s  w i t h  you on mutual  concerns o f  a l l  those i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

t h e  convergence o f  researcher  and p r a c t i t i o n e r  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  Besides, n e i t h e r  

o f  us a r e  t o t a l l y  u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  C a l i f o r n i a .  The f i r s t  au tho r ,  Pr ince,  has 

eva lua ted  b i l i n g u a l  educa t ion  programs I n  t h e  s t a t e  and r e c e i v e d  her graduate 

t r a i n i n g  - a t  S t a n f o r d .  Hakuta, a s i d e  f rom many p r o f e s s i o n a l  v i s i t s  t o  

C a l i f o r n i a ,  w i l l  be j o i n i n g  t h e  UC system I n  J u l y  o f  1987 on t h e  Santa Cruz 

campus. We f e e l  q u i t e  en f ranch ised  i n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  system and concerns. 

I n  t h i s  paper,  we w i l l  p resen t  what we hope w i l l  be i n t e r e s t i n g  and 

i n f o r m a t i v e  pe rsona l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  f r o m  two researchers who come f rom d i f f e r e n t  

t r a i n i n g  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n t e x t s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t ,  Hakuta, whose research  

i s  p r i m a r i l y  I n  t h e  area o f  p s y c h o l i n g u i s t i c s  and c o g n i t i v e  development, 

desc r ibes  t h e  way i n  which h i s  research  program l e d  i n t o  i n c r e a s i n g  

invo lvement  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n a l  and p o l i c y  i ssues .  I n  t h e  second p a r t ,  Pr ince,  

who rece ived  her  t r a i n i n g  i n  b i l i n g u a l  educa t ion  and t h e  ethnography o f  

language, desc r ibes  he r  r a r e  p o s i t i o n  as t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  s p e c i a l i s t  f o r  

b i l i n g u a l  educa t ion  i n  t h e  Connec t i cu t  S t a t e  Department o f  Educat ion,  r a r e  i n  
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t h e  sense t h a t  e thnographers and t h e i r  q u a l i t a t i v e  t o o l s  a r e  seldom found i n  

t h e  w o r l d  o f  e v a l u a t i o n  dominated by a press f o r  b o t t o m - l i n e  sumnat ive and 

q u a n t i t a t i v e  t rea tmen ts  o f  programs. I n  meetings such as t h i s  one, we b e l i e v e  

t h a t  a major  f u n c t i o n  i s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  u s e f u l  metaphors f o r  t h e  i n t e r a c t l o n  

between research and p r a c t i c e ,  and we hope t h a t  our candid d l s c u s s l o n  can h e l p  

towards t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  c o n s t r u c t s .  

For  e x p o s l t o r y  convenience, we w i l l  be u s i n g  t h e  f i r s t  person s i n g u l a r  f o r  

each s e c t i o n ,  t h e  r e f e r e n t  o f  t h e  pronoun be lng  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  au tho r .  The 

New Haven p e r s p e c t i v e  i s  Hakuta's,  and t h e  s t a t e  e v a l u a t i o n  p e r s p e c t i v e  i s  

P r i n c e ' s .  By way o f  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  l e v e l  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  

Hakuta 's  s e c t i o n  i s  s h o r t e r  because he had t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  s h a r i n g  many o f  

h i s  views w i t h  t h i s  same audience i n  l a s t  y e a r ' s  conference, and t h e r e f o r e  has 

l e s s  new i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  convey. 

PersDect ives f r o m  a Researcher I n  t h e  New Haven Puer to  Rican Comnunity 

. A s  a researcher  w i t h  t r a l n l n g  I n  exper imen ta l  psychology, c o n s i d e r i n g  my 

c u r r e n t  i n t e r e s t s  i n  b i l l n g u a l l s m  and b j l l n g u a l  educat ion,  I am judged a t  

t imes t o  be an o d d b a l l .  I t  i s  n o t  uncommon t o  be asked ( t a c t f u l l y  phrased, o f  

course) by co l l eagues  who a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  my e a r l i e r  i n t e r e s t s  a q u e s t i o n  

t h a t  I s  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ' s  v a r i a n t  on t h e  o l d  ques t i on :  

you do lng  i n  a p l a c e  l i k e  t h i s ? ' '  One s imple answer, o f  course, i s  t o  c l a i m  

t h a t  I have n o t  i n  f a c t  changed i n t e r e s t s .  Rather,  I am i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  

"What's a n i c e  boy l i k e  
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