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Abstract

During the past few years, there has been an increased level of
understanding about the Puerto Rican student population in bilingual education
programs in Connecticut. The data come from two sources: (1) basic research
studies conducted on the cognitive, linguistic, academic, and social
correlates of development in these youngsters conducted by Hakuta's research
group at Yale University in collaboration with the New Haven Public Schools;
and (2) rigorous evaluation studies of bilingual programs conducted by the
Connecticut State Deparment of Education, using both traditional quantitative
methods as well as more innovative qualitative ethnographic procedures. In
part because of the small size of the state, there has been close
communication between these two groups as well as with other school districts
around the state. The presentation will give a summary of the findings, and
focus on the nature of the collaboration that has emerged, particularly with
respect to the ways in which the findings have been used to guide policy.
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It is a great privilege to be part of a small group of "outsiders"
participating in this conference of Ca11fornia "insiders" who work in the area

of the education of linguistic minority students. We would 1ike to present

" some perspectives from a state that is considerably smaller than California.

Size aside, in Connecticut, many of the issues are quite different from those
found in California. For example, the ethnolinguistic composition is
different, and the laws governing bilingual education are different. Yet we
hope to compare notes with you on mutual concerns of'all those interested in
the convergence of researcher and practitioner perspectives. Besides, neither
of us are totally unfamiliar with California. The first author, Prince, has
evaluated bilingual education programs in the state and received her graduate
training -at Stanford. Hakuta, aside from many professional visits to
California, will be joining the UC system in July of 1987 on the Santa Cruz

campus. We feel quite enfranchised in the California system and concerns.

In this paper, we will present what we hope will be interesting and
informative personal perspectives from two researchers who come from different
training and professional contexts. In the first part, Hakuta, whose research
is primarily in the area of psycholinguistics and cognitive development,
describes the way in which his research program led into increasing
involvement with educational and policy issues. In the second part, Prince,
who received her tra1n1ng in bilingual education and the ethnography of

language, describes her rare position as the evaluation specialist for

"bilingual education in the Connecticut State Department of Education, rare in
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the sense that ethnographers and their qualitative tools are seldom found in
the world of evaluation dominated by a press for bottom-1line summative and
quantitative treatments of programs. In meetings such as this one, we believe
that a major function is to construct useful metaphors for the interaction
between research and practice, and we hope that our candid discussion can help

towards the creation of alternative constructs.

For expository convenience, we will be using the first person singular for
each section, the referent of the pronoun being the appropriate author. The
New Haven perspective is Hakuta's, and the state evaluation perspective is
Prince's. By way of explaining the differential level of contribution,
Hakﬁta's section is shorter because he.had the privilege of sharing many of
his views with this same audience in last year's conference, and therefore has

less new information to convey.

Perspectives from a Researcher in the New Haven Puerto Rican Community

As a researcher with'trafﬁ1ng-1n experimental psychology, considering my
current interests in bi11ngua11$m and bilingual education, I am judged at
times to be an oddball. It is not uncommon to be asked (tactfully phrased, of
course) by co]ieagues who afe.f§m111ar with my earlier interests a question
that 1s the researcher's variant on the old question: "What's a nice boy like
you doing in a place 1ike this?" One simple answer, of course, is to claim

that I have not in fact changed interests. Rather, I am investigating the






