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The Center for Language Education and Research (CLEAR) is funded by 
the Office of Educational Research and Improvement ( O m )  to carry out a 
set of research and professional development activities relevant to the 
education of limited English proficient students and foreign language 
students. Located at the University of California, U s  Angeles, CLEAR 
also has branches at the Center for Applied Linguistics in Washington, 
D.C., Yale University, Harvard University, and the University of 
California, Santa Barbara. 

CLFAR believes that working toward a language-canpatent society 
should be among our nation's highest educational priorities. Thus, CLEAR 
is c d t t e d  to assisting both non-native and native speakers of English 
to develop a high degree of academic proficiency in understanding, 
speaking, reading, and writing in English and a second or native language. 
To work toward this goal, CLEAR has united researchers from education, 
linguistics, psychology, anthropology, and sociology with practitioners, 
parents, and community agencies. 

A coordinated set of research, instructional improvement, cammunity 
hvolvement, and dissemination activities are oriented around three major 
themes: (a) improving the Ehglish proficiency and academic content 
howledge of language minority students; (b) strengthening second language 
capacities through improved teaching and learning of foreign languages; 
and (c) Improving research and practice in educational programs that 
jointly meet the needs of language minority and majority students. 
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language teaching and research. 
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There are many myths about the negative effects of early bilingualism 

on the mental development of children. Some educators have cautioned 

against the use of two languages in children, claiming that bilingualism 

causes cognitive, social and emotional damage to children. Although few 

scholars today would claim that bilingualism causes cognitive damage to 

children, this view has been advocated in the past, and can still be 

occasionally witnessed in popular magazine articles. It is also the 

personal experience of this writer that this belief lingers in the 

American soul, if casual dinner party conversations are any indication. . 

This topic should be of great concern to those interested in foreign 

language education and to practitioners of bilingual education as well. 

Any decision about the soundness of pedagogical approaches involving two 

languages should be inform@ by the research base on the issues of 

bilingualism and cognitive development. 

Theoretical Issues 

Of fundamental hportance in conceptualizing this area of research 

are the theoretical tensions concerning the development of language and 

thought. 

ability, be it positive or negative, is based on the assumption that 

language is a central part of cognitive activity. However, the influen- 

tial developmental theory of Jean Piaget, for example, places a minimal 

role on language in cognitive development, and therefore Piaget's theore- 

tical approach would maintain that bilingualism should have no effect on 

The claim that bilingualism would have any effect on cognitive 

cognition. 

the importance of language in guidhg thought processes, so according to 

this theory bilingualism can affect cognitive processes. 

On the other hand, theorists such as Lev S. Vygotsky emphasize 
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