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The research reported in this paper is on the development of sentence
coordinatior in children. At the moment, our. focus is on sentences
conjoined by "and", based on the consideration that these sentences are
the first forms of coordination to appear in child speech. The motivation
underlying the studies reported here has been to test the adequacy of the
transformationally-based derivational theory of complexity as an account
of the acquisition of coordination.

Chomsky (1965) proposed that the deen structure of a coordinated
sentence contains both propositions in full. In sentential coordinations,
for example,

(1) The linguist saw the light ‘and the linguist wrote a granwar.
all information present in the deep structure is also contained in the
surface form. Phrasal coordinations, for example,

(2) The linguist saw the licht and wrote a grammar.
share the same deep structure as sentence (1), but a deletion transforma-
tion has been applied, resulting in the contracted surface structure. Ross
(1967) specified an additional constraint on the conjunction reduction
transformation, namely the direction of deletion. If the identical
elements are on left branches of the deep structure configuration, as
in the above example, deletion is forward; if they are on right branches,
deletion is backward. Thus,

(3) The psvchologist understood the sentence and the llnPulSt

understood the sentence,

becomes:

(4) The psychologist and the linguist understood the sentence.
In this case deletion operates on the first occurence of the redundant
element in the surface form,

There have since been additional linguistic modifications which
argue that backward deletion is derived from forward deletion with a
regrouping of the constituents and that forward deletion is the universal
conjunction-reduction transformation (e.g. Harries, 1973).

The derivational theory of complexity, based on the above transforma-
tional arguments, makes at least two predictions with respect to the
development of coordination in children. One prediction is that
sentential coordinations should be acquired earlier and be easier to
process than phrasal ccordinations, since they do not require a deletion
transformation, and so they are derivationally less complex. The second
prediction is that ferward coordinations should also be acquired earlier
and be easier to process than backward forms, since the latter require
a regrouping rule in addition to deletion.

The most complete acquisition research to date comes from experiments
using elicited imitztion as the methodological tool, (e.pg. Slobin and
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