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INTRODUCTION

The following study of the Japanese child Uguisu (Nightingale) was presented at
the TESOL conference in Denver, 1974, While Hakuta cautions that this report is
based on a preliminary analysis of the data (for a full report, see Hakuta, 1975),
the preliminary data presented allows us to make some interesting comparisons
between ltolt’s younger subject, Takahiro, and Uguisu. The difference in age
between Takahiro and the little Nightingale makes for a very different profile of
language development. Differences in maturation, adjustment to the school
situation, and openness to the new language are quite different. Uguisu’s language
development is much more similar to that of older children, particularly Paul, the
Taiwanese child, reported on in this volume.

The study shows that Brown’s first language methodology can yield
interesting results when used Lo analyze second language acquisition data. Brown
and his students have used the mean length of utterance (MLU) as a way of
dividing first language acquisition data into a number of stages. The acquisition of
language within each of these stages has certain characteristics which appear to
be fairly consistent from child to child. Stage 1 is largely limited to production of
a number of nouns and verbs, In the sccond stage,

a set of little words and inflections begins to appcar: a few prepositions, especially /n
and on, an occasional copular am, is or are, the plural and possessive inflections on the
noun, the progressive, past, and the third person indicative inflections on the
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verb. All these, like an intricate sort of ivy, begin to grow up between and upon the
major construction blocks, the nouns and verbs, to'which Stage 1 is largely limited.
However, in the course of Stage 11 we have only the first sprouting of the grammatical
morphemes, Their development is not completed within the stage but extends, for
lengths of time varying with the morpheme, beyond Il and in some cases even beyond
Stage V. (Brown, 1973 p. 249) :
Brown has been particularly concerned with the acquisition of the linguistic form
and semantics of a set of 14 grammatical morphemes which are described in this
paper. The Harvard researchers traced the acquisition order for the 14 morphemes
for the now-famous Adam, Eve, and Sara. Jill and Peter de Villiers replicated the
acquisition order study with 21 children. These studies have given us information
on the order of acquisition of the 14 morphemes for first language acquisition.
Hakuta’s study is the first attempl to use this methodology with a second-language
learner. The result is a comparison of the order of acquisition for first and second
language learners. However, the methodology is not an end in itself for this study.
Rather, it leads Hakuta to discuss differences between first and second language
acquisition and 1o present the notion of a simplicity principle as one way of
accounting for the dala produced by a Jupanese child learning a second language.
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A five-year-old girl is extracted from her native environment in Japan and is set
to re-root in the neighborhoods of Cambridge, Massachusetts. To look at what
systems of roots were left in the soils of Japan would be an interesting topic of
study. But even more interesting, and perhaps more relevant, is the emergence
and growth of new roots in the new environment. To what extent are the strong
roots which survived the cultural transplant going to influence the development
of the new roots? Among these new rools, we find the interestingly intricate
growth;of the language of the new environment—a second language. To focus
even further, in this paper, we shall look at the acquisition of grammatical
morphemes. There are three principal reasons why this particular aspect of
laviguage was chosen for study. (1) A methodology for scoring them in terms of
percentage supplied in obligatory context as well as a strict definition of full
morpheme control has already been established by Brown (1973) and his
associates; (2) longitudinal (Brown, 1973) as well as crosssectional (deVilliers and
deVilliers, 1973) data have shown a rather remarkable stability in the order of
acquisition of these morpehmes in first language children, and this might provide
a level of comparison between first language (L1) and second language (L2)
learning which MLU (mean length of utterance) does not; and (3) the process is
laborious but eusily replicable by other researchers of second language acquisition.






